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E.O. 11652’ GDS 

TAGS: SNAR, TU 

SUBJ: SEIZURE IN EGYPT OF ALLEGED TURKISH OPIUM 

1 . JACK ANDERSON COLUMN IN WASHINGTON POST FOR SEPTEMBER 3 
DESCRIBED SEIZURE IN JUNE BY EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES OF 270 
POUNDS OF OPIUM THAT HAD REPORTEDLY BEEN TRANSPORTED FROM 
A TURKISH PORT. 

2. ANDERSON COLUMN STATED THAT THIS WAS THE LARGEST 
SEIZURE IN THE ALEXANDRIA AREA IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS. 

COLUMN THEN STATED, "MORE IMPORTANT. IT IS EVIDENCE THAT 
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TURKISH OPIUM IN LARGE QUANTITIES IS FINDING ITS WAY INTO 
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THE ILLEGAL WORLD MARKET. THE U.S. DRUG ENFORCEMENT 
ADMINISTRATION, IN AN UNPUBLISHED ASSESSMENT, HAS AGREED 
WITH THE UNITED NATIONS THAT TURKISH CONTROLS WORKED 
REASONABLY WELL THIS PAST YEAR. BUT THE DEA QUESTIONED 
WHETHER TURKEY WOULD BE ABLE TO POLICE THE 1 17,200 ACRES, 
ALMOST TRIPLE THE LAST CROP, THAT WAS AUTHORIZED FOR 1976. 
UNFORTUNATELY, THE QUESTION CANNOT BE ANSWERED UNTIL APRIL 
1977. BY THAT TIME, THE HEROIN COULD BE ON ITS WAY TO THE 
STREETS OF AMERICA." 

3. THE FOLLOWING QUESTION AND ANSWER PREPARED, IF- ASKED 
BASIS, FOR DEPARTMENT'S PRESS BRIEFING SEPTEMBER 3: 

"QUESTION: IN HIS COLUMN TODAY, JACK ANDERSON REPORTED 
ON AN EGYPTIAN SEIZURE OF 270 POUNDS OF OPIUM THAT HAD 
REPORTEDLY BEEN TRANSPORTED FROM A TURKISH PORT. WOULD 
YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THIS, SPECIFICALLY ON WHETHER 
THE OPIUM WAS FROM TURKISH CULTIVATION? 

"ANSWER: WE ARE AWARE OF THIS SEIZURE. WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT EVIDENCE SO FAR AVAILABLE DOES NOT ESTABLISH WHERE 
OR WHEN THIS OPIUM WAS PRODUCED. THE TURKISH OFFICIALS 
HAVE REPEATEDLY STATED THAT THEIR CONTROL SYSTEM IS 
EFFECTIVE. THE UN OFFICIALS WORKING WITH THE TURKISH 
GOVERNMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THIS CONTROL SYSTEM SUPPORT 
THOSE STATEMENTS, AND WE KNOW OF NO EVIDENCE TO THE 
CONTRARY." 

4. THE QUESTION WAS NOT RAISED AT THE SEPTEMBER 3 BRIEF- 
ING. HOWEVER, THE DEPARTMENT HAS LEARNED THAT INFORMATION 
CONCERNING THIS SEIZURE WILL BE REQUESTED OF DEPUTY SECRE- 
TARY ROBINSON WHEN HE TESTIFIES ON SEPTEMBER 27 BEFORE THE 
NEWLY CREATED HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON NARCOTICS, CHAIRED 
BY CONGRESSMAN LESTER WOLFF. 

5. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO DISCUSS THE REPORTED SHIPMENT 
WITH GOT AUTHORITIES IN EFFORT TO OBTAIN FURTHER INFOR- 
MATION ON ORIGIN OF SHIPMENT IN QUESTION. THE IMPLICATION 
IN ANDERSON ARTICLE IS THAT OPIUM FROM CURRENT TURKISH 
PRODUCTION IS BEGINNING TO FLOW INTO ILLICIT MARKET. 
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DEPARTMENT WISHES TO PROVIDE MORE DEFINITIVE RESPONSE, 

IF AVAILABLE, THAN THAT CITED ABOVE FOR USE BY DEPUTY 
SECRETARY. ROBINSON 
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